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Neither the disadvantage of Shen Yfs oppressive
wealth nor the inconvenience of Melodious Vision's
excessive beauty shall deter him from striving to
fulfil your delicately expressed wish."

** Yet," objected the elder Chang, by no means
gladdened at having the decision thus abruptly
lifted from his mouth. *'so far, only a partially
formed project----"

"To a thoroughly dutiful grandson half a word
from your benevolent lips carries further than
a full - throated command from a less revered
authority."

"Perchance. This person's feet, however, are
not liable to a similar acceleration, and a period of
adequate consideration must intervene before they
are definitely moving in the direction of Shen Yi's
mansion. 'Where the road bends abruptly take
short steps,' Chang Tao."

"The necessity will be lifted from your vener-
able shoulders, revered." replied Chang Tao firmly.
"Fortified by your approving choice, this person
will himself confront Shen Yi's doubtful counten-
ance, and that same bend in the road will be taken
,at a very sharp angle and upon a single foot."

"In person! It is opposed to the Usages!" ex-
claimed the venerable; and at the contemplation
of so undignified a course his voice prudently
withdrew itself, though his mouth continued to
open and close for a further period.

"'As the mountains rise, so the river winds,'"
replied Chang Tao, and with unquenchable de-
ference he added respectfully as he took his leave,
"Fear not, eminence; you will yet remain to see
five generations of stalwart he-children, all pressing
forward to worship your imperishable memory."
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